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You can see this finger pointing at you: You have people, places, 
and you are sent. This is not complicated! I want you to 
understand this principle today.  
 
 
 
 

We are wrapping up a series called Calling and Sending in 
preparation for our Belonging Day. If this is your spiritual home and you 
want to grow more, we invite you to sign the covenant and be a part of 
a SENT PEOPLE.  
 
 
 

 
This is the resurrection story from John 20 where Jesus 
has a dramatic encounter with Mary. In verse 19, we find 
the disciples in a room together. If you are a follower of 
Jesus, your basic identity is as a sent person and a 
member of a sent people. We see this throughout 
Scripture. If you are not, then you are sitting among a 
bunch of people who are sent to YOU!  
 
 
I grew up in a church where missions was a big deal. On 
this slide, you can see the things I once thought about 
missionaries. For example, I thought they were far away. I 
once heard a story about a woman crying  by a river and 
someone tells her about Jesus and she sobs more 
because the missionary didn’t come earlier and also save 
her son as well. As a 6 year old, I thought other people’s 
salvation depended on me. I didn’t want to go far away. I 
also thought you had to speak another language and I had 
a hard time learning other languages, so I felt shame, 

guilt, and responsibility for other people’s salvation. Clearly, I had to wade through a lot of stuff 
to grasp the idea of “SENT.” 
 



 
 
Jesus sees people and they feel known, as Mark talked about last week. We are also invited 

into listening well to people which can actually transform them! Also, Jesus first sends us 

toward one another: we need to focus on one another, be willing to be dependent on one 

another (we aren’t projects!), we need to be hospitable and people of peace.  
 

Today I want to focus on what it looks like for YOU to be a 
MISSIONARY. First, we need to understand PEACE comes 
before sending. Back to the John 19 passage: the disciples are 
scared and Jesus shows up and says “Peace be with you.” Then 
he sends them and equips them (with the Holy Spirit). When you 
think of being sent, you do not have to get it all together to be 
sent: You can be a terrified person in a locked room! But you 

have this to give them: PEACE. You take PEACE to others.  
 
Next, you must know who you are. I Peter 2:9 says that identity 
happens before action. This is important: first you are God’s 
special possession. You see children carry their special possessions 
around and they get terrified when they lose something. This is how 
God is with you: you are holy and part of a royal priesthood and 
chosen. Peter thinks of this differently than you do: You’re God’s 
special possession because you belong to a community of God’s 
special people, a royal priesthood. It’s not just you isolated; you are 

connected to a group of people. This makes it much easier to be SENT.  
 
First, you go in Peace. Next, you hold onto who you are as a sent 
person. Let’s go back to the opening slide: you have people!  
 
 
 
 

 
Let’s categorize these people you are sent to (See List below). 
Take possession of these: I want you to think in terms of these 
categories. But let’s move these categories to NAMES.  
 
Who is in your ordinary life? These are your people: name them. 
Who knows YOUR name? In these larger categories, Who has 
been vulnerable with you?  We offer Jesus to one person at a 
time within OUR CAPACITY. The beauty is that we are sent to 

one person at a time.  



 
 

 

Here are some ways to engage your people: When 
someone tells you something, you can even ask your phone 
to remind you of that next week. Make some effort to 
remember what people say to you. Be Jesus to them: having 
someone care about you is powerful.  
 
 
 

You also have places: Where does your life already happen? 
God makes your borders: consider where you are already! You 
are sent to the people and to the places.  
 
 
 
 

 
Here is an example of being in a place. You are also an 
exile like the Israelites. You don’t belong here and the 
Jeremiah message is good for us as well: we can settle 
here and plant gardens and engage the place where 
we live.  
 
 
 
 

We cultivate spaces: Ask is this place better because I’m here?  
 
Am I actually receiving from the people there? God tells them in Jeremiah to 
receive and be a part of them.  
 
 

 
We must go back to I Peter to understand this cultivation 
process: When we are sent, we must know who we 
belong to. We are a person who declares the praises of 
the One who calls us out. We abstain from sinful desires 
which we do by declaring we belong to Jesus.  
 
 
 



 
 
We don’t participate in the sin around us but we live a life 
of good deeds and actions around us. This causes people 
to notice us; we are living like the king! And they are 
grateful for us. 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are some ways to name Jesus: Give Him credit when 
good things happen. Live among them people, not isolated. 
Be one of them: have friends. Let life and your words line up 
together. Identify when others line up with Jesus: “I love what 
you did! That is just like Jesus.”  
 
 
 
 

 
Here is the big picture: You have people (categories), 
you know you are sent to these people. I want you to 
walk out of here, go with a couple of names in mind.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus sent his disciples out with the knowledge of 
being sent with a major identity (you are deeply cared 
about and special) and to live faithfully wherever we 
are.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Here is the same slide minus the finger pointing to you. 
But the reality is that you are sent to people and places 
but you are not alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do this together: Our sent identity is because you 
belong to God’s people.  We are not sent alone.  
 
I want you to hold onto this simple thing.  
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