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Today is the end of the Elijah & Elisha series. We talk about these guys, 
because they are the superheroes or the wizards of the Old Testament. A prophet tells people what God 
is thinking and what God is going to do. 1 Cor 14 tells us as people of the church to seek the gift of 
prophecy: to strengthen, comfort, and encourage. We are looking to these prophets to seek what that 
might look like.  

Elijah was taken up in a chariot and didn’t die. But Elijah, at the end 
of his life, is sick and dying. I want to talk about that kind of weakness. 

 God was not going to allow Elisha to heal himself, although he had 
healed many people and done many miracles. He was weak and about to die.  

From my own story: when I was in my twenties, I was a mental health tech at Tucson General Hospital. 
More significantly, I was known as the bouncer. If anything went wrong, I was called in to tackle people. I 
took pride in my strength. Now, at the age of 54, I am in charge of the box maze at Maker’s Camp. This will 
require getting down on my knees. When I do this, my knees announce my age to me. I am aware of my 
weakness. 



By my mid-thirties, I had realized my weakness. I remember walking down Fourth Avenue with Ryan 
McCulley when two guys came out of a bar fighting. By that time, I didn’t want to get hurt. Instead of trying 
to break up the fight, Ryan and I turned and walked the other way. 

 We tend to think that if we are strong, God will be strong for us but 
that if we are weak, God will abandon us. This is not how it works. 

 In the New Testament, as followers of Jesus, we are indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul has some weakness he refers to as the thorn in his flesh. He prays three 
times for this to be removed, but God tells Paul that his weakness is a place for God’s power to be 
revealed. So Paul glories in his weakness. I do not like this. It means that I have to express vulnerability 
and acknowledge my limitations.  

 In this text, we see that one of the greatest prophets, Elisha, is not 
disqualified by weakness. Nor are we disqualified by weakness. Pay attention to number four: God is not 
embarrassed by our weakness. His strength shows up in your weakness. 

 When we are weak, we try to construct ways to keep ourselves safe.  



   The king of Israel, Jehoash, goes down to see Elisha and weeps 
over him. He speaks the same words that Elijah had spoken over Elisha at the time of his departure. 

I remember hearing on NPR back in the day that Gen-Xers were 60% republican, but their favorite 
president was Ronald Reagan, a republican, because Ronald Reagan was a grandfather. He was seen as 
someone who would take care of everything. In the same way, Elisha is the caretaker of Israel. Jehoash 
does not want to lose him. Elisha is seen as the source of spiritual power who takes care of everyone. 

 The conflict happening in Israel is actually a conflict of spiritual 
forces, not physical battles.  

   This is true for us as well. Each of us has opinions about physical 
conflicts that are happening around the world. But these conflicts are governed by dark spiritual forces. 
Like the OT prophets, by the power of the Holy Spirit we have access to the divine conversation. You are 
called not to put your faith in the things you can control but to proclaim the light (like this year’s Maker’s 
Camp song). One thing you can do instead of arguing with other people is to ask God to fight against the 
forces of evil in our and other countries.   

 The text shows us another way forward as well. Notice that Elijah 
doesn’t get out of bed. He tells Jehoash to open the window and take out an arrow: the Lord’s arrow of 
victory. Elisha tells him to fire it out the window. 



Elisha then tells Jehoash to strike the ground with the remaining 
arrows (fire them out the window as well). The king fires three arrows and quits, although he probably has 
at least 6 arrows in his quiver. I find myself in this place sometimes as well.  

I have heard it said that the kingdom of God is in the present. This means that whatever moment you are 
in, you have an opportunity to shoot all the arrows. Are you all in? It can look like being fully present and 
engaged or dodging the moment, trying to get what you want out of it, etc. I would say that the choices we 
have made in the past may have consequences, but they do not keep God from showing up or keep you 
from firing all the arrows. 

Jehoash is afraid that when Elisha dies, God will “leave the building.” 
This next story, I think, is in the text to show that God is still present after Elisha’s death. 

    If this were to happen today, we would interview this man on CNN. 
What this makes me think about is the connection between Elisha and Jesus. Jesus is the only person 
with more recorded miracles than Elisha. And even in Elisha’s death, someone is resurrected. But God 
didn’t need Elisha to be alive to remind people that He is present. We tend to believe that God isn’t going 
to show up in our weakness. 

Jesus walked in weakness with joy. In your weakness, are you going 
to open the window and follow the instructions? Elisha, even while lying in bed at the end of his life, is 



willing to give hope to a scared king. I see myself in the king’s response. I get excited about what God is 
calling me to do. But will I open the window and stop shooting at three arrows? To be “all in” requires full 
allegiance to God. 

So let’s consider this. In weakness, we think we are less valuable. 
We try to draw strength from other sources. What do you depend on? Are you willing to take a risk that 
God might not show up the way you want Him to if you spend it all? 


