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We are in a series about Elijah and Elisha (E1 and E2). Today we will only focus on Elijah. 
These are 2 prophets in the Old Testament who didn’t write any books but they speak God’s 
word to the people of Israel.  

Here is the question for today: Tables are where life 
happens.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Here is a table at my house: my mother had it custom made 
for us, sitting 12-20+. We had to take it apart to get into the 
house. Tables are where things are taken in that bring life and 
information.  
 
 
 

 
  
Let’s think about what we bring to tables.  
We bring identity: who am I, am I seen? 
We bring responsibility: what are we required to do? 
Whose in charge?  
 
Think about these things as you ponder this question: who 

is telling you about power and how it works and your 
part? Who is telling you who you are?  
 
 
 Proverbs tells about a table of wisdom and of folly.  
 
Wisdom is life: Jesus. If you eat from this table, you 
move from simple thinking to life and insight.  



 
 
 

 
 
Who is telling you who you are? Folly, death, darkness 
or wisdom and life?  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Let’s get caught up in I Kings:  
 
1.​ The kingdom has split into N and S 
2.​ Elijah ministers in the N which has a long pattern 

of stupidity and compromise.  
3.​ In I Kings 18 Ahab is king, married to J, and 

pushed his kingdom into idol worship.  
 
 
  
In I Kings 17, Elijah predicts a famine. By the next 
chapter, there hasn’t been rain in a long time: no water.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To clarify, Obadiah was Ahab’s assistant (not the prophet 
in the OT). It’s interesting that when Obadiah runs into 
Elijah, he doesn’t want to tell Ahab he had found E 
because he thought Elijah would run away and then 

Obadiah would be killed.  
 
 
Did you notice when a bad leader is confronted, he will 
respond by telling you that the trouble is your fault?   
 



If you want things to go poorly, choose the opposite of what is good. This is basically the theme 
of the whole O.T. In this case, they chose Baal and there were consequences.  

 
 
Here is where we see a table: 800+ people were eating 
at the table of Jezebel and folly. Asherah is about 
provision and security: in the ancient world, you would 
hope for rain, pregnancy and a way to be sure the 
children grow up and conform. These two gods provide 
these things.  
 

In our culture, we are all sitting somewhat at Baal’s table of foreign gods. Process how this looks 
in your world, in our world? Hold on to this thought!   
 

This reminds me of every time I’ve caught my kids 
doing something wrong: I ask them, ‘How long will 
you continue to do this?’. But really the better 
question is “how long will you waver in between 
tables?” You should just pick one table!  
 
This is where we are: there are many ways where 
we limp back and forth between God and Baal: 
between our control/demand and Jesus. We are 

ineffective because of this. Elijah addresses this with his question. 
 
Jesus also confronts this question. The religious 
leaders wanted to trap him with their question 
about who to pay taxes to. But Jesus understands 
what is happening.  
 
I have preached on this text before about whose 
image is on you (God’s) and on money. However, 
there is more to this. Everyone had money in their 
pockets: they were intertwined and enmeshed in 
Asherah and Baal without thinking about it. The 

hypocrisy is that they had already sold their souls to the Romans! I think we have to ask this 
question: who’s table am I sitting at and how enmeshed am I in what I’m watching and listening 
to? Am I understanding God through these systems?  

 
The question “whose table am I sitting at” is a 
difficult question.  
 
 
 



 
Elijah was the only prophet willing to stand up to the rest of them. This is going to be fun! Elijah 
is a political character going against political power. This is helpful to us as we try to figure out 
what we should do in the midst of the situations in our world. We unnecessarily spend a lot of 
time trying to figure out who to speak to. We also see this in the N.T.  

 
 
Jesus asks them a question: What do people say 
that I am?  
 
 
We must understand that there is a spiritual battle 
going on and that we do not change people’s 
minds: God changes people’s mind.  
 
 

The people are limping and hollering and mutilating 
their bodies: these people were OK with blood. 
There was no fire for the altar of Baal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elijah has them add water 3X so it would be 
impossible to light. The prayer he makes is hugely 
intrusive, actually the prayer of a political activist. 
 
Notice that he asks God to turn the hearts of the 
people around: there is a conflict of light and dark. He 
asks God to show up in that particular space and to 
act.  

 
 
These might seem like great, super-hero stories. 
But really, these are just about people of God and 
in the same way we are called to do similar things.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Elijah just keeps telling people whose table he is sitting 
at. God is telling him who he is and God has the power.  
 
Even in the midst of drama, Elijah knows who he is. He 
has done all these things at his command.  
 
 
 

 
 
Take this question from the smallest areas to the 
largest areas: who actually has power? Who is 
telling you these things? I think we are not 
actually spending much time at God’s table. I 
have bought into the modern lie that I have a long 
list of things to be OK. I sit at the table of my stock 
market charts and they tell me who I am. I like 
knowing that I have some control even though that 
is not true. The phone and instagram are killing 
young women: they are telling them who they are. 

We can go and on: the way our home looks when people come over?  
 
If you follow Jesus, you are invited to sit and God’s table in his kingdom  

 
A simple diagnostic to figure out what table you are sitting at 
is this question: What is good and right?  
 
Am I a person of peace and joy in all these spaces?  
You can hear these things come out of your mouth. Your 
conversations will bear witness to this. The things we do in 
secret seat us at the table of folly.  
 

Who gets to define what we are doing? Am I concerned with God ultimately having the power?  


