From The Village Pastors:

Welcome to The Village Advent Devotional for 2025! Advent is the season of preparation that
leads us to the celebration of Christmas. During this time we remember that Jesus came. We read the
stories of Mary and Joseph, the angels and shepherds, and the Magi and Herod, because advent means
“coming” or “arrival”. The story of Christmas is the story of the arrival of Jesus Christ, who is king
over all. But more than that, we remember that Jesus said he would return. We look forward to his
arrival, when, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

At the Village this year, we will be focusing on the Holy Spirit as the one who draws us to the Father,
forms and gifts us, sends and sustains us, and intercedes through us. As you walk through this
devotional, you will read some of the passages we focus on in our sermons on Sunday, as well as some

Holy Spirit moments in the stories of Jesus’ birth in the Bible.

In addition to this devotional, we want to invite you to fast for three days to begin the season of advent
— Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of the first week. Often when we fast we are seeking to confess sins
and repent. However, this advent fast will instead be a preparatory fast. Together we are seeking God in
the celebration. So as you consider your fast we would like you to focus on at least one of the following

areas:

Digital. Step away from the screens in your life as much as you are able. Maybe it's just post-work
video games, evening T'V, or strict screen time limits, but it could be as much as a full digital fast like we

did last year. Disconnect, and redirect your attention toward Jesus.

Entertainment. This is somewhat connected to the digital fast but could include things like book
time or board games. Spend time instead asking God how you can celebrate him more fully and

purposefully this year.

Food. Sometimes as a culture, our celebrations become more about the food than they are about the
thing we’re actually celebrating. Take some time to be hungry for a few days. Seek God in that hunger,

and savor more deeply the rich gifts that he has given us.

TLDR
1. Adventis about Jesus.
2. This devotional is about the Holy Spirit.

3. Fastdigital, entertainment, or food for three days.



Advent Week 1
Sunday Meditation
The Quiet Moment by Pastor Mark

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. This is my favorite season of the year. Some combination of the
closing of the year, the colder weather, and food flavor profiles (I think of cinnamon and apple), are a
solid foundation. Add in Christmas lights, gift giving, and the hopeful anticipation of Jesus —
Emmanuel, God with us — and I'm in, one hundred percent. The perfect picture for me is stillness on
Christmas Eve with light only from the tree and a dying fire, a mug of hot cider, and Luke chapter 2
read quietly into the dark.

Life is full of complications. The picture above feels simple, and I have to remind myself of all the
planning that goes into it. The tree shopping and decorating, the present buying and making and
wrapping, the parenting and stilling of young children anticipating the celebration of the next day, just
to scrape the surface of the chaos. Christmas manger scenes have the same feel for me. Mary and
Joseph, quietly looking down at Jesus, surrounded by quiet stable animals, shepherds and wise men, all
lit by the ethereal light of a bright star overhead. But just imagine the planning that went into that
moment. Not the travel of Mary and Joseph, or the cleaning of the stable for Jesus’s birth, or even the
journey of the Magi from the east — no, the long, long years of planning by God down through history.
From the first moment of sin, of the breaking of relationship with God, he had a plan to restore us to
himself. The complexities of generations of humans being drawn in and stilled for that moment of
Jesus being wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger are beyond our comprehension and yet
should not be missed.

As you plan through the complications and complexities of celebrating the birth of Jesus and
anticipating his return, as you seck that perfect holiday moment, remember that God through all his
planning has made it very simple for us, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Believe. That’s it. The message of
the manger and of the cross is this — believe. We have life and love and hope and joy through the Holy
Spirit because of the work of Jesus and the careful, long planning of the Father if we simply believe.



Advent Week 1: Monday
The Holy Spirit Interrupts by Pastor Mark

Matthew 1:18-25

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Becaunse
Joseph her busband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, be had in
mind to divorce ber quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, becanse what is
conceived in ber is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because be will save bis people from their sins.”

22 All this rook place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as bis wife. 25 But
he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And be gave him the name Jesus.

As a parent, naming a child feels so important. For all three of my children it felt like there were so
many things to sort through — family names, friends’ names, pop culture names, various spellings, and
different languages. There are so many websites dedicated to baby names that it was almost comforting
to know we weren’t alone in our quest. When Joseph is confronted with the reality that Mary is
pregnant, he knows what to do; but that is all flipped on its head when God speaks to him in a dream.
God gives him two directives — “take Mary home as your wife” and “give him the name Jesus.”

As we listen to God this advent season, as we seck the Holy Spirit, it is important to reflect on the
reality that we make plans all the time. We think we know where we will go tomorrow, what we will do
next week, and where we will live next year, but when the Holy Spirit speaks it often disrupts those
plans. ’'m sure God could have used Mary's family to raise the baby, but Joseph allows his plans to be
disrupted and becomes Jesus’ father. He believes the message of the name the child is given, Jesus, the
salvation of God.

I believe Layne and I made the right choice in the naming of our children. There was no dream, no
angel of the Lord, no directive from God, but I love my kids' names. I’'m sure Joseph did too. Jesus’
name was a constant, ever-present reminder of that dream — the dream and message from God that
carried so much disruption and so much promise.

Meditation Questions:

1. What are some ways you could build in the discipline of listening to God during Advent? Ponder

practices already in place, strategies, or margins of time you could set aside.

2. Think of your own story. What are some ways Jesus has interrupted your plans, even good ones?
What might it look like to allow Jesus to interrupt your plans in life, especially this season?



Advent Week 1: Tuesday
Joseph’s Obedience by Pastor Mark

Matthew 2:13-23

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” be said, “take the
child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the
child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15
where be stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up,
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life
are dead.” 21 So be got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel...23 and he went
and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would
be called a Nazarene.

It is hard for us to imagine what this was like for Joseph and Mary — to leave everything you know and
walk hundreds of miles not knowing when or if you will get to return home. Sure, Joseph had a skill set
as a carpenter that would carry them through wherever they had to go, but the uncertainty was still
present. Sometimes I think having the Holy Spirit talk to me through dreams would be really helpful,
but then I think of Joseph and Mary on the desert road with Jesus and I’'m not so sure.

What I'love about this passage is Joseph’s faith. Twice the angel (which means messenger) of the Lord
appears to him in a dream — once to tell him to go to Egypt and then again to tell him to return. Notice
the repeated phrase in verses 14 and 21, “So he got up, took the child and his mother...”. It reflects the
command of God in verses 13 and 20. The gospel writer wants us to know this: that Joseph trusted
God and acted on that trust. This is faith — to trust God so implicitly that we act on his commands
without knowing what the end will be. This can be a scary call, one to which Jesus invited his disciples
and to which he invites us.

Where is that desert road with Jesus? The ambivalence within me is palpable. I deeply long to travel
there with him, and I am deeply afraid of where we will be travelling. Let’s confess our fear and learn to
listen with faith when the Spirit speaks. Get up, take Jesus, and go to the desert road.

Meditation Questions:

1. Where are the desert roads in your relationship with Jesus? How have you heard from him in
those places?

2. Confess your fears to Jesus — about life, where he has you, where He’s leading you, where you
perhaps feel lost or in the desert, or where you can’t see around a bend in the road. Sit and
listen to the Holy Spirit with faith.



Advent Week 1: Wednesday
1 Will Not Leave You as Orphans by Pastor Mark

Jobn 14:16-18

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to belp you and be with you forever—
17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept bim, because it neither sees bim nor knows him. But you
know him, for be lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

This promise is part of a long monologue by Jesus from chapters 14 through 17. He goes through a
long series of metaphors and prayers that stands as his final teaching in the gospel of John before he is
arrested in the garden of Gethsemane. The overwhelming message throughout is that we are not alone.
My mind lingers on “I will not leave you as orphans.”

I love the book Anne of Green Gables, and in the opening chapters the reader knows that the

Cuthberts do not intend on keeping Anne, an orphan, but Anne does not. As Anne delights in the
world she has entered, the reader awaits the devastating moment when she is told the truth. The pain
of that reveal is held in tension, right up until Marilla Cuthbert says, “What good would she be to us?”
and her brother Matthew responds, “We might be of some good to her.” The hope in this response
echoes Jeremiah 24:6 when God says something similar about his people, “My eyes will watch over
them for their good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up and not tear them
down; I will plant them and not uproot them.”

This is the work of Jesus and the reason for advent, that we might know the goodness of God as his
children. Through Jesus we are called children of God, and the Spirit has been sent to remind us of
that truth. We are not orphans any more, alone and without protection, but rather we have an advocate
to speak on our behalf and to comfort us in God’s goodness.

Meditation Questions:
1. How have you known the goodness of God as his child?

2. Where have you rejected being God’s child? Contemplate why. How might you repent and
receive God’s love and care?

3. Are there any children in your life you could join God (and perhaps their family) in watching
over, building up, and planting? Are there any ways you are tearing down or uprooting the
children around you?



Advent Week 1: Thursday
Abba, Father by Pastor Mark

Romans 8:15-16

15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you
recetved brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

There is a movie I watched several years ago in which, towards the end, the father figure of the hero
says, “He may have been your father, boy, but he wasn’t your daddy.” In essence, he is saying, “He may
have given you life, but he didn’t care for you.” This phrase gets at the heart of the difference between
“Abba” and “Father” in this passage. The Greek word translated as “Father” is a technical term meaning
male ancestor. It refers to a literal father but in this context means “one who gives life.” On the other
hand, “Abba” is the name given to a father. It implies closeness and relationship. Whether your story
connects to this movie quote or not, the reality is that those of us who know Jesus have both Abba and
Father in God. He has given us life, called us his children, and promised to care for us.

This is the message of the Spirit. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection we have been adopted as
children of God. The Spirit testifies to this reality and reminds us again and again of the love and care
that we receive from God the Father. We are not slaves who live in fear — we are intimately connected,
sons and daughters in the family of God.

Sometimes we have to wrestle with this reality, especially when we are confronted by the brokenness of
our earthly fathers who themselves need the love and care of God. Calling God “Abba” can feel
complicated because of our fathers’ sins against us, or it can be hard because of the strings attached to
closeness with our fathers or because we feel God hasn’t earned it. In all of these places we need to lean
into the comfort, peace, and encouragement of the Spirit and by the Spirit cry, “Abba, Father.”

Meditation Questions:
1. Ifyou do not already have one, select a name of endearment for God (Abba, Daddy, Papa, etc.).
Use it to thank Him via prayer or song for his care, love, and adoption and as the one who gives

you life. If selecting a name feels uncomfortable, contemplate why with honesty.

2. This advent season, ask God to show you how you are seeking life from things other than Him.



Advent Week 1: Friday
Access to the Father by Pastor Mark

Ephesians 2:18-22

18 For through bim we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy
temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.

We’ve walked this week through the idea of the Father and his children. We began on Monday and
Tuesday with the experiences of Joseph as Jesus’ earthly father and his interactions with the messenger
of the Lord. On Wednesday and Thursday we explored the Spirit’s affirmation of our identity as
children of God. Today we come to the most intimate place. By the Spirit we are made into the temple
of God where he dwells, and we have been given “access” to the Most Holy Place.

The closest I can come to the experience of “access to the Father” is a memory of something that
happened several times when I was a kid. My dad would get up early in the morning and sit on the
couch to spend time with God. We had these couches that had a removable arm cushion that could be
replaced with a small table. My dad would sit there with his Bible, tea, and toast with jam. If I woke up
early enough, I would go out in the dark of the early morning and sit next to him on the couch, half
asleep, getting bites of toast and a taste of my dad’s relationship with Jesus. The quiet dark of that
picture fills my mind when I imagine “access to the Father.”

I long for that closeness with the Father. I hope for it through Jesus the cornerstone. I cling to it in the
Spirit who is building us into the holy temple of the Lord.

Meditation Questions:

1. Where and when are your quiet, intimate moments with God? When do you hear him calling
you to come away with Him? How do you respond - with obedience, joy, delight, dread,
resignation, or fear? If you’re not sure when you might have time, ask God to speak and
provide a time to spend together. Be willing to sacrifice other commitments or relationships to

find it.

2. Atthe Village, God is “building [us] together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his
Spirit”. Ask God to put on your heart who you could join Him in building up today or this
Advent season.



Advent Week 1: Saturday

Read Matthew 1:18-2:23.
Spend 10 minutes listening to God, praying, and journalling.



Advent Week 2
Sunday Meditation
The Stolen Notebook and the Work of the Spirit by Pastor Eric

I’m sitting here in the podcast office at The Village trying to write this meditation for the second
Sunday of Advent, and I’'m not exactly sure what to say. This morning, I went through the usual
routine: got up, put on my clothes, and headed out to my car to check if my bag was there. It’s the one
with my laptop, notebook, and fold-up keyboard. When I opened the door, it was clear that the bag
and everything in it were gone. The day before, while cooking dinner, I had run out to the car to grab
something and had forgotten to lock the doors. Normally, that kind of thing would make me angry
and probably ruin my day, but for some reason I’'m not angry, just a little disoriented and sad.

As you read this, you’re probably getting ready for church or winding down after a restful Sunday.
Either way, Galatians 5:22-25 is one of the texts for today’s sermon. The fruit of the Spirit is a strange
phrase. I've often wanted to say, “the fruits of the Spirit,” but it’s just one fruit. It’s the many-sided
character of God given to us, or maybe better said, a covering of God’s character laid over our lives. All
these things - peace, love, joy, patience, and kindness - are being worked into us in every situation.

Moments like having my car broken into and losing my notebook filled with prayers and reflections
about life and The Village are the kinds of places where I believe the Spirit wants to form His character
in me. I wish that weren’t true. I want character formation to be easy. I want a world without pain,
loss, or frustration. Yet this world isn’t like that.

After I saw that my things were gone, I slammed the car door and then heard a quiet thought rise in
me: “This isn’t that big of a deal, Eric. I gave you those things, and they aren’t yours.” Surprisingly, my
heart agreed. I went inside, ordered new headphones and a keyboard, thanked God for providing the
money to replace them, grabbed a new notebook from the closet, and went out to pray.

While praying, I asked God to use the stolen items for good and not for harm. I still feel violated and
wish the notebook hadn’t been taken; it held so many personal prayers I'll miss. But loss isn’t the end
of things. God keeps forming us, even through what’s missing.



Advent Week 2: Monday
The Lord’s Servant by Pastor Eric

Luke 1:34 - 38

* “Low will this be,” M. ary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

¥ The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the boly one to be born will be called the Son of God. ” ¢ Even Elizabeth your relative is
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in ber sixth

month. > For no word from God will ever fail.”

T am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left ber.

The angel of the Lord had just told Mary she would be the mother of the Messiah, and her question
was both simple and deeply human: “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” It’s the kind of question
any woman might ask if she were told she would have a child without having done anything that could
make that possible. Yet it’s also the kind of question many of us ask about nearly everything God
promises. What stands out in this story is that the angel doesn’t correct her or dismiss her question.
Instead, he explains clearly that the Holy Spirit will make it happen. Then, as if anticipating her
wonder, he adds that her older relative, believed to be unable to have children, is already pregnant.
Somehow that’s enough for Mary. Her faith doesn’t depend on full understanding but on trust that if
God can do this for Elizabeth, He can also do what He has promised for her.

Mary’s experience with the Holy Spirit and the power of the Most High is never described in detail, yet
the same Spirit who came upon her now lives within us and empowers us to continue the work of Jesus
in the world. That truth is worth pausing over. We often make things more complicated than they are,
chasing new insights or hoping for revelations that will somehow make faith easier. But Mary’s quiet
encounter with the Spirit and her willingness to surrender remind us to rest in the reality that we
belong to God’s ongoing story. His Spirit moves through us and within us, inviting us to step into the
unknown with faith and courage, echoing Mary’s words: “I am the Lord’s servant; may your word to

me be fulfilled.”
Meditation Questions:

1. When life feels uncertain or when God’s promises don’t seem to line up with what you can see,

how might you practice trust instead of control?

2. How could you live out Mary’s words, “I am the Lord’s servant,” in the ordinary rhythm of
your week?

10



Advent Week 2: Tuesday
The Evidence of the Spirit by Pastor Eric

Luke 1:39-45

7 At that time Mary got ready and burried to a town in the bill country of Judea, * where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. ' When Elizabeth heard Mary’s grecting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. * In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! * But why am 1 so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? ™ As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb

leaped for joy. * Blessed is she who has believed that the Lovd would fulfill bis promises to her!”

I’ve met my share of Christian celebrities, and when I say “celebrity,” I mean it in the kindest way
possible. All of them, in one way or another, are a bit intimidating. But only one, at least in my
experience, carried the presence of the Holy Spirit in such a tangible way that you could almost feel it
radiating from him—and that was Dr. Larry Crabb. Whenever I read the words, “and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit,” I immediately think of him. I'had the gift of spending a week with him
before he passed away and the privilege of placing my hand on his shoulder to pray a blessing over him.
What I experienced in those moments, and throughout that week, was a peace and power that felt
almost physical, something rich and life-giving. Yet what stood out even more was what came from his
mouth. Like Elizabeth, he spoke truth in a way that shaped the realities of the people around him.

Elizabeth, filled with the Spirit, shaped Mary’s identity by proclaiming a blessing over her and over
Jesus, who was within her. I would argue that one of the clearest evidences of being filled with the
Spirit is the ability to proclaim identity over others, to affirm who they are, to bless their obedience,
and to remind them of God’s care and delight in their lives.

Meditation Questions:

1. Who in your life has spoken words that shaped your sense of who you are in Christ, and how
might you thank or imitate them this week?

2. When was the last time you intentionally affirmed God’s work in someone else’s life? What
would it look like to speak that blessing out loud today?
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Advent Week 2: Wednesday
Letting Go of My Way by Eric Cepin

Galatians 5:22-25

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness
and. self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
[flesh with its passions and desives. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

I love Doritos. I really like to eat Doritos. But I've stopped buying them. The only time I eat them now
is when someone hands me a few. Doritos became something I thought I needed to make life better — a
small, salty moment of satisfaction that quieted my desires for a moment. But it’s not really about
Doritos; it’s about what they represent. I want things to go my way. I want justice. I want people to
stop making my life difficult. I want to do what I enjoy without interruption. I want comfort. I don’t
want to be inconvenienced.

Paul writes in Galatians 5:25, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” What has
been crucified with Christ is my demand for life to work the way I think it should. The cross exposes
my need to control. It calls me to a new rhythm, to walk in step with the Spirit instead of marching to
the beat of my own desires.

To walk with the Spirit means learning a different kind of freedom. It is not about getting what I want
but about becoming who I am meant to be. The Spirit shapes me into a person of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These are not rules to follow;
they are evidences of life that comes from God. As Paul says, “Against such things there is no law.”

So I'have this opportunity to enter the world differently, to offer joy and peace instead of frustration
and kindness instead of control. But to do that, I have to let go of my demands and trust that the Spirit

knows how to lead me, even when the path feels inconvenient.
Meditation Questions:

1. Where are you most aware of your desire for life to go your way? How might the Spirit be
inviting you to surrender that desire?

2. What would it look like today to keep in step with the Spirit instead of following the rhythm of
your own wants?
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Advent Week 2: Thursday
The Common Good by Eric Cepin

I Corinthians 12:4-7

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. S There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

It was my senior year in high school, and I was in physics class. I sat up front with Chris, one of my
good friends. Chris was super smart — he still is. Back then, he was also pretty nerdy, though in a
different way than now. Behind us sat two guys from the volleyball team who thought it was hilarious
to throw paper wads into Chris’s hair. He had this big bouffant of a hairstyle, and the paper would get
stuck without him noticing. They’d laugh, thinking it was the funniest thing.

I told them to cut it out, to leave him alone. He was my friend. They couldn’t understand how I could
be friends with him because, in their words, he was “so weird.” I told them I liked him, that he was
kind to me, and that they needed to stop.

Here’s the thing: when you follow Jesus, you find yourself surrounded by people who are different
from you, and you’re stuck with them in the best possible way. The beauty of the body of Christ is that
each of us, through the Spirit, has been given gifts. They’ve all been distributed by the same Spirit.
We’ve all been invited to serve under the same Lord. We each have different kinds of work, but they all
flow from the same God. The Spirit’s work is never just for my personal benefit but for the common
good, for the movement of the Gospel and the comfort of those who feel alone.

What those two athletes didn’t understand was that Chris wasn’t just my friend; he was my brother in
Christ—or at least he would be someday. God gave him gifts, and He gave me gifts, and both were
meant for the good of others.

So as you think about your own life, ask yourself: What gifts bas the Spirit given me? What service have
1 been called to under the Lord? What work am I doing that belongs to God? Whatever you’ve been
given, it’s not meant to be hidden or hoarded. It’s meant to be offered—for the common good, for the

people around you, for the glory of God.
Meditation Questions:

1. Who in your life has God called you to love even though they seem different or “weird” to
others?

2. How might your gifts bring comfort or strength to someone who feels unseen or left out?
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Advent Week 2: Friday
Just Do It by Pastor Eric

Romans 12:4-7

4 For just as each of us bas one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in
accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully.

If there were ever a passage that could carry the title Just Do It, it would be this one. In Romans 12,
Paul lists the different gifts given by the Spirit, prophecy, service, teaching, encouragement, and then he
gets to leadership. He doesn’t simply say, “If it is to lead, then lead.” He says, “Do it diligently.”

What we often forget as followers of Jesus is that every one of us has, in some way, been given the gift of
leadership. Because we have been given the Spirit of God, we have also been invited into a life of service.
Jesus makes it clear in the Gospels that leadership and service belong together. The greatest among us,
He says, is the one who serves. Paul echoes this in his letters. True leadership isn’t about power or
control; it’s about faithfulness, humility, and care for others.

To lead diligently means to lead with purpose, consistency, and attentiveness. It means showing up
when it would be easier to stay home, speaking truth when silence feels safer, and taking responsibility
when it might be more comfortable to step aside. Every act of service becomes an act of leadership
when it’s done with the love and strength of the Spirit.

The Spirit gives each of us influence, but not for our own benefit. Influence is a gift that belongs to the
community. It exists for the common good and for the building up of the body of Christ. Leadership
that flows from the Spirit always points people toward Jesus.

So, my invitation is simple: ask yourself, Where do I have influence? You do have it, even if it seems
small. And then ask, How can I use that influence to serve others? Leadership, empowered by the Spirit,
isn’t about position or recognition. It’s about loving people well and doing the good work that is right
in front of you. In other words, just do it.

Meditation Questions:

1. Where in your life has God given you influence or responsibility, even if it feels small or
unnoticed?

2. What would it look like this week to lead diligently by serving the people around you?
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Advent Week 2: Saturday

Read Luke 1:26-45.
Spend 10 minutes listening to God, praying, and journalling.
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Advent Week 3
Sunday Meditation
Let us Remember by Pastor Daniel

Salvation comes from the Lord. We are living a little over two millennia after the birth of Jesus, and our
world has changed drastically since then. Our modern cultural setting has desensitized us to the radical
and scandalous message of the good news: Jesus is Lord.

Jesus, fully God, the king of kings, took the form of a man and dwelt among us. He felt the joys of his
creation, a cool breeze in the hot sun, the joy of sharing a well-prepared meal with loved ones, and an
infant's belly laugh that is irresistibly contagious. Jesus also felt the cold of winter, the pang of hunger
unanswered, sleepless nights, and endured many harsh words.

Yet Jesus did not come just for the experience; he came into his world to serve. Let us not forget how
scandalous and radical the gospel is. God dwelt among us, a people who reject him over and over again,
yet he entered his creation and called us back into fellowship with God.

Let us remember that the Lord is our God, without whom nothing was made. Let us shout the name

of the Lord, for he is good. Let us proclaim his salvation to all of God’s creation. And by the power of
the Holy Spirit, let us join him in living out his kingdom — on earth as it is in heaven.

16



Advent Week 3: Monday
Zechariah’s Song by Pastor Daniel

Luke 1:67-79
Zechariah’s Song
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Isracel,
because be has come to bis people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David
70 (as he said through his boly prophets of long ago),
71 salvation from our enemies
and from the band of all who bate us—
72 to show mercy to our ancestors
and to remember bis holy covenant,
73 the oath be swore to our father Abrabam:
74 to rescue us from the band of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve bim without fear
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for bim,
77 to give bis people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79 to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

God is in the business of redemption. Reading Zechariah’s song, I can hear the desperate joy in
knowing that the long-awaited rescue is at hand. At long last, God has come to save his people, to
reunite heaven and earth. Zechariah, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesies after God’s salvation is
revealed to him.

It is interesting to note that Zechariah’s prophecy is filled with praise for what God has already
revealed. When I read Zechariah’s song, I find Malachi, the Psalms, Isaiah, and Genesis. I had always
envisioned this moment as a spectacular unscripted song beamed into the head of Zechariah. But I'm
curious how much research or crafting happened on Zechariah’s part. The Holy Spirit empowered a
man steeped in the Hebrew scriptures to speak the truth of scripture and to reannounce the promises

and faithfulness of God.
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And Zechariah is a great example of God’s faithfulness. He and his wife are described as “righteous in
the sight of God” and yet not able to have children. God chooses to show his faithfulness to this
righteous couple, Zechariah and Elizabeth, by giving them their long abandoned dream of a baby.

Meditation Questions:

1) God consistently chooses to partner with humans to carry out his will. Do you feel like a
partner with God? Why or why not?

2) What are the ways God has been faithful to you and your family?

18



Advent Week 3: Tuesday
Simeon’s Joy by Pastor Daniel

Luke 2:25-35
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not die before be bad seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, be went into
the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and. the glory of your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary, bis mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel,
and. to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a

sword will pierce your own soul too.”

In the advent season, we eagerly anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus our savior. As we look
forward to this celebration, let's consider Simeon, a man “righteous and devout.” That is all we have
about him really. It was not stated if he was a priest, or a rabbi, or someone important, or not

important.

This man was told by the Holy Spirit that he would see the Lord’s Messiah before he died. How long
did Simeon wait? Was it weeks, months, years? When was it revealed? During a dream, while he
pondered the scriptures, during prayer, while in conversation with someone? We don’t get to know the

details, but that leaves it all the more relatable.

I can find myself as Simeon, that time I felt led to call a friend who that week had just lost a loved one
and wanted to talk. That time in college when I thought, “I wonder if ’'m supposed to be a pastor” and

then brushed it off for years. The Holy Spirit is at work in each of us and empowers each of us.

Simeon was “moved” by the spirit to the temple. This reveals another aggravating ambiguity, and if
you’re anything like me, you might just brush past it unnoticed. But it is imperative to our faith and

walk with God to notice the moments we are moved by the spirit and remember them. We remember
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that we might be encouraged and that we might be open to the Holy Spirit's voice and ready to

respond.

Meditation Questions:

1) When was a time in your life when you experienced or saw the work of the Holy Spirit.

2) Is there something the Holy Spirit has put on your heart and you have not yet responded to
Him?
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Advent Week 3: Wednesday
Jesus” Witnesses by Pastor Daniel

Acts 1:8
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Witnesses. What does it mean to be Jesus’ witnesses? In context, it makes sense. The apostles had
literally been with Jesus and seen what he did. It makes sense that they would be Jesus’ witnesses. But
us? If you are like me and have a hard time imagining yourself as a witness to Jesus, just answer the
following question: “Why do I follow Jesus?” Don’t just pick a bland, generalized answer that sounds

“correct.” Answer with specifics.

I follow Jesus, because I saw my parents buy a train ticket for someone they didn’t know so he could
help support his baby. I follow Jesus, because when I asked my pastor to coach my basketball team he
made the space and did it. I follow Jesus, because when I was in middle school I prayed that God would
lead a stranger to help me get to level 40 in my video game; and the next day, it happened! I follow
Jesus, because the most real, joyful, and content people I know follow him, too.

We are witnesses to our encounters with Jesus. Led and empowered by the Spirit, we proclaim the good
news of Jesus. We proclaim the ways we have seen Jesus move. We proclaim the ways we see him

moving. We proclaim the ways we know Jesus will move.

Meditation Questions:

1) Why do you follow Jesus?
2) Do you feel confident telling the specifics of your stories, why or why not?

3) What are the stories from others that have encouraged and grown your faith?
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Advent Week 3: Thursday
Sent by Pastor Daniel

Jobn 20:21-22
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father bas sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

We are a sent people. We are not made for stagnation. From the beginning we are given a holy vocation,
to fill the earth and subdue it, to rule over all the animals of the sea, the sky and the land. We are sent
into the world to work, to join God in the cultivation of his creation. We are created in the image of
God and sent to be his ambassadors to all creation. We are sent to work as He works, to create as He

creates, to rest as He rests, and above all to love as He loves.

One thing I want to make abundantly clear is that we were not sent to do it alone. God is inherently
communal and delights in collaboration. And that is the hope and joy of Jesus, God with us. Jesus
came not only to dwell with us but to dwell in us.

Since we are filled with the Holy Spirit, God’s personal presence, Christ is with us and in us. He longs
for us to join Him in His work. He is not trying to pawn off His responsibility — Jesus is right there in
the mess, and calls us to join him. He sends us out led and empowered by the Spirit, and then clears our

path, guides our feet, strengthens our hands, and anoints our lips.

Meditation Questions:

1) Where are the places you feel you are working alone?
2) What are the places you feel closest to God’s presence?

3) Where is God clearing a path for you?
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Advent Week 3: Friday
We Live by the Spirit by Pastor Daniel

Galatians 5:25
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

I hope I have made the same message clear over and over again in this week’s devotional: We live by the
Spirit. The Holy Spirit, one of the three persons of God, is at work in us to bring life where there was
death. Living by the Spirit is letting the Holy Spirit work in you and through you. Living by the Spirit
is releasing your selfish demands to be comfortable or to have it your way and trusting that the Spirit

will lead you to good works.

But let’s jump back to how the Galatians S begins: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” We are
not chained to the Spirit but are willing and free participants to the Spirit's guidance. If we are to be
participants in the Spirit’s work, let us keep in step with the Spirit and live in a manner conducive to

knowing the voice and nudges of the Spirit.

Sometimes the Spirit yells at us in an undeniably clear voice, or shoves us where we need to go. Those
moments are spectacular, because we didn’t feel there was much, if any, of our own choice involved.
But the Spirit is not only in those moments; the Spirit’s voice can be as quiet as a whisper repeating a
word or phrase, waiting for you to quiet your mind and listen. The Spirit sometimes gently nudges you

toward a decision and waits for you to respond.

Let us celebrate Christ’s provision of the Holy Spirit and wait in hopeful joy for the work that is now

started which will be brought to completion on the day of Christ Jesus.

Meditation Questions:

1) People experience the Holy Spirit in very different ways, can you describe how you

hear/experience the Holy Spirit?

2) One of the ways to “keep in step with the Spirit” is to practice spiritual disciplines. Of the
disciplines below, which do you practice? Which do you feel led to add?

Prayer Reading scripture Memorizing scripture Meditation
Fasting Worship Silence/solitude Service
Confession Generocity Sabbath Fellowship
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Advent Week 3: Saturday

Read Luke 1:46-55

Spend 10 minutes listening to God, praying, and journalling.
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Advent Week 4
Sunday Meditation
The Light of God’s Love by Pastor Sue

I recently began a journey of prayer through the Ignatian Exercises. These are a series of daily prompts
from Scripture to meditate on and consider in the presence of God. One of the recommendations for
designating this time of prayer is to light a candle. I find this helpful, because my mind tends to

wander; the singular flame reminds me to return to prayer.

So, on the first day of this prayer journey, I lit the little earthenware oil lamp Eric’s mother gave me
many years ago — the one I once lit when sitting in a dark room to read advent Scriptures to my young
children. The one that on those nights represented the light of Christ coming into our dark world.

This first day of prayer centered on Isaiah 43:1-7. As I contemplated the reality of God’s love, I
considered how much I struggle to embrace the comforting reality of these words:

Fear not

I have redeemed you

I have summoned you by name

You are mine

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you

When you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you

When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze
You are precious and honored in my sight

I love you

Do not be afraid, for I am with you

In prayer, I imagined the flame of God’s love burning, not on the lamp, but inside of me. Whatif I
could remember the intense love of God for me? What if it could be a light of hope and comfort
burning in my chest? I would return to this image in the days to come, remembering that God’s love
does indeed burn within my heart, establishing me in comfort and joy.

As we celebrate Candlelight Service today, my hope is that each of us will have a moment of prayerful
awareness as we ponder how the dark room is made bright with the flames of many candles. These
candles burn to represent the light of Christ which entered our dark world to make real to us the love

of God.
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Advent Week 4: Monday
The Spirit Helps Us by Pastor Sue

Romans 8:26-27

26 In the same way, the Spirit belps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

Have you ever been in a situation where you felt like you didn’t know what was going on? It could be a
conversation where you misheard an important word and lost the whole meaning of what was being
said or a group discussion where everyone seemed to understand the context but you.

When I was in second grade, the first day started with a race to see which group of students could
follow a simple instruction: to move their nametags to the top right corner of their desks. I confidently
placed my nametag at the top /eft corner of my desk and proudly raised my hand to show that T had
completed the task. The others in my group quickly complied with the instructions and raised their
hands confidently, but the teacher kept overlooking us. Eventually, someone in my group hissed loudly,
“The right hand corner!” I moved my nametag, but it was too late — another group had already won. In
that moment, I felt a twinge of shame strong enough to keep that memory alive all these years. I also
felt confused: how did I misinterpret what I had just clearly heard?

This sense of uncertainty has stuck with me over the years. I sometimes misunderstand words or forget
how ideas fit together. I know that my brain will not always comply with my wishes to look smart and
put-together. Similarly, I have prayed fervently for things I ‘knew’ would be best, only to realize much
later that if these prayers had been answered with a ‘yes’, all sorts of good in the world would have gone
undone.

And so, the words of Romans 8:26-27 come to us as a great comfort. We each have specific and
profound weaknesses. As humans, we are limited in our ability to know or understand everything that
affects our world. But the Spirit of God is actively at work to help us. In all those places, even the ones
we are not aware of, that we do not know how to pray, the Spirit prays on our behalf. In fact, the Spirit
prays more passionately than we do about the concerns of our hearts! With wordless groans. Even
better, the Spirit’s intervention aligns with God’s will for us, His people. It is such a comprehensive
prayer that it communicates both our desires and those of the Father.

In those moments where you feel like you’re missing the boat, remember that God’s Spirit is with you

and attends to your weakness. You don’t have to understand what’s going on to be well-represented

and fully loved.
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Meditation Questions:

1) What are some moments that come to mind when you felt like you were missing something
that was important to know?

2) Spend a few minutes in prayer: Pray about three things that are important to you but you
don’t actually know what would be the best outcome for them. Remember that the Holy

Spirit is bringing these prayers before the Father in the context of all truth, the perfect will of
the Father, and deep love for you.
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Advent Week 4: Tuesday
Pray in the Spirit on All Occasions by Pastor Sue

Ephesians 6:18
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

Have you ever known an incredibly persistent child? Some kids have great stores of energy for
repeatedly requesting what they want and arguing their case from every angle. These children are
sometimes known as strong-willed, and this usually isn’t seen as a good thing. But Paul invites us to
approach God in much the same way for the benefit of our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Paul’s call to prayer in Ephesians 6:18 comes right after his instruction to put on the armor of God and
stand firm against all spiritual enemies. This is a reminder that we are in a spiritual battle all the time.
The urgent reminder from Paul to “be alert” and “always keep on praying” emphasizes this fact. Our
tendency is to forget that we are living on a battlefield. Most of us would rather get on with our
peaceful lives, oblivious to the tumult of the unseen world. A stance of alertness and of persistence in
prayer reminds us to stay engaged in what’s really happening.

The way we fight this battle is by praying for each other. All the time. I love that this verse says to pray
“on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.” That means that God is always happy to hear
our prayers. We don’t have to wonder if He is too busy for us or if we’re not praying about the right
things or in the right ways. We can continue to pray with great determination and creativity, like
persistent children. This doesn’t mean that we should be demanding or disrespectful, just that we are
to be highly motivated to seek the best for God’s people. God loves to join His work with ours and to
accomplish victories through prayer.

Meditation Questions:
1) What do you think it means to pray “in the Spirit”?
2) Choose an occasion during which you normally don’t tend to pray — while driving your car or
during a meal. Next time you are in this situation, be intentional about attuning to God’s
presence and asking Him (silently if there are others around) for the things you think need to

happen.

3) Choose someone that you haven’t prayed for lately and go to battle for them in prayer.
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Advent Week 4: Christmas Eve
The Believers Pray for Boldness by Pastor Sue

Acts 4:23-31

? On their release, Peter and_John went back to their own people and reported all that the chicf priests and
the elders bad said to them. > When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.
“Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. >
You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ““Why do the nations
rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the
Lord and against bis anointed one.’

? Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Lsrael in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. ** They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen. > Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. *’ Stretch out your hand to beal and perform signs and wonders throngh
the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

! After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

I am not a brave person by nature. As a child, I used to hide behind my mother’s legs when introduced
to strangers. As a grown woman, I often feel shy and prefer to avoid conflict whenever possible. I am
not a brave person by nature, but I sometimes act boldly when the Holy Spirit is at work. At moments
of the Spirit’s prompting, I have introduced myself to many an unknown coffee shop employee,
proclaimed God’s calling over fellow Villagers, and spoken courageously of God’s work in the life of
more than one acquaintance. These moments were most often followed by miraculous change in the
conversation and even in the lives of those involved.

As such, the fact that great boldness could result from prayer is no surprise to me. What I'love about
the prayer of these believers in Acts is that they are so clearly on mission. They are not praying for
boldness to accomplish their own personal life goals but to speak the word of God in the face of
opposition. In addition to this, they ask God to work through them to perform signs and wonders as
evidence of the power of the message they proclaim.

The particular time of prayer we read about today took place after the Apostles John and Peter were
jailed and reprimanded for telling people about the saving resurrection of Jesus, having healed a man by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Though threatened, they were not cowed into submission to authorities
who opposed the work of God. Instead, they and the other believers persisted in both prayer and
action regardless of the potential consequences.

As we celebrate Christmas Eve today, let us remember that the purpose of Jesus’ birth was to set
captives free and proclaim release to prisoners. His intentions are no less than revolutionary in the
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physical and spiritual world, and we have the opportunity to pray for boldness and then act by the
power of the Holy Spirit to see these things come about.

Meditation Questions:
1) What is one situation in which you have acted especially boldly? What motivated you?
2) Pray that the Holy Spirit will enable you to speak the word of God with great boldness. Ask

that God will continue to stretch out His hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through
the name of His holy servant Jesus.
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Advent Week 4: Christmas Day
Good Things Immediately in Store, With Exciting Possibilities to Follow by Pastor Sue

When I was a child, my family’s Christmas tradition started with my brother and I waking up long
before sunrise on Christmas morning and nudging my parents out of bed. We were so excited to
unwrap the gifts under our artificial, brightly lit tree, with the belief that good things were immediately
in store, with exciting possibilities to follow.

Over the years, this sense of eager anticipation regarding most events in my life has faded with a
growing awareness of responsibility and limitation. Some would call this wisdom or maturity.
According to the Bible, though, godly wisdom keeps hope in clear view. Consider 1 Corinthians
2:6-10, for example:

¢ We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. ” No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been
hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. * None of the rulers of this age understood
1t, for if they bad, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ? However, as it is written:

“What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind bas conceived ™ —

the things God has prepared for those who love him—
“these are the things God has revealed to us by bis Spirit.

God has revealed to us the existence of good things immediately in store, with exciting possibilities to
follow. These are like wrapped gifts — neither seen nor heard, wildly beyond our expectations or
guesses, specially prepared for us. The Apostle Paul often speaks of Jesus in this way — the mysterious
wisdom of God revealed. Jesus was a secret kept for just the right moment, and in receiving the gift of
His birth, His life, His death and resurrection, we receive more and more gifts to unwrap along the
way. These are the things God has revealed to us by His Spirit, and there is so much more to come. As
you celebrate Christmas today, I invite you to take time to thank God for the gift of Christ revealed at
advent. And to try on a sense of eager anticipation as you consider the unfolding of exciting
possibilities to come, including those that will follow the future coming of Jesus in glory.

Merry Christmas! May the grace and peace of Christ be upon you in your celebrations today.

- The Village Pastors
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