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This series is a reminder of what we do as a neo-monastic community: we come together and
go out to our community. So far, we've discussed many aspects but a major part of this is
servanthood.

My parents started training me to serve wherever we went as children; my mom would even
dress up as an elderly person and come to our door so we could learn how to treat older people

well.
Some Basics For our purposes today, these definitions will be helpful:
* Servant: a person who *Servanthood = a loss of .
FEHETTSENIES B GITES,  CEiein Is someone telling me what to do when | serve? We are

especially a person

employedinahouseon  *Servanthood =ajob orrole taught to offer customers good service.” In reality, though,
domestic duties or as a »Servanthood = volunteerism . . .
gerson:: attdentiant + Servanthood = potential we all serve to get something and feel like we are having
* Servanthood: e . . .
condition of being a weakness an impact on our world. We value boundaries and serving

servant

often disrupts our boundaries.

True serving is actually very counter-cultural: Whoever wants to be great
among you must be your servant (Mark 10:43-43) and even a slave. If
you want to be first, you have to belong to everyone! It's counter-cultural
and not the way we think life should work. Even secular leadership books
often refer to the Bible because the idea of serving doesn't fit in our
culture and is primarily found in scripture.

Mark 10:43-45; Luke 23:9

Servanthood is This is what Jesus is talking about: my agenda of the way |
Counter Cultural want things to go won’t work in following Jesus. The cross

Not so with you. Instead, image means “death.”
whoever wants to become great among you
must be your , 44 and whoever
wants to be first must be of all. 45 For
even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”

Serving means death to yourself. our world works hard to
Service Forms a make sure we feel good about ourselves; Jesus is inviting
oo us into something different. Deuteronomy says what you

And now, Israel, what does do reflects where your heart is.
the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord
your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love
him, to the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe
the Lord’s commands and decrees that | am
giving you today for your own good?



Service Forms a
People

Surely he took up our pain and bore our
suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his
wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone
astray, each of us has turned to our own way, and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Restructure
Remodel
Redeem

The Way of Jesus

Mark 10:43-45; John 13:12-17;
John 19:28-30

This is the Way (Restructure)

Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to great among you
must be your s¢ it, 44 and whoever
wants to be f|rst must be slave of all. 45 For
even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to ,and to give his life as a
ransom for man

This is the Way (Re-modeling)

When he had finished wa
clothes and returned to his place. “D
he asked them. 13 “Y

ing their feet, he put on his
you understand whe
'call me ‘Teacher’ and

lone for you?”

‘Lord, and rightly so, for that is what | am. 14 Now that I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one

another’s feet. 15 | have set you an exa
| have done for you. 16Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater

than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent

him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be b
do then

| have

nple that you should do as

Israel doesn’t do a good job of serving and therefore
receives this prophecy about Jesus. God says he will not
only serve us but die for us so that we might live.

In the New Testament, Jesus models this by restructuring and
modeling service for us and ultimately dying for us.

We live in a post-modern world where the main value is
power and this determines what is true. If you are not in
power, you have to subvert power. This is not much different
from the first century.

But what is actual power? -to serve other people. The only

way to be first is to belong to others. These are

deconstructions of power: | want to hold onto what is mine but

Jesus says he didn’t come to be served but in sense to
become a slave.

Jesus begins to wash people’s feet and then he tells them
what he just did and why. Restructuring power means the
teacher does the most disgusting job: Jesus models this
and calls us into this as well. If you want to be a good
parent, serve your children. Same with being a good
spouse: if you are struggling as a parent or spouse, there is
at some level a servant issue going on.



This is the Way . . . (Redeem)

Later, knowing that everything had now
been finished, and so that Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, “l am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put
the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it
to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink,
Jesus said, “Itis finished.” With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

Servanthood
Leaves Marks

Romans 1:1; 2 Corinthians
6:3-5; Philippians 2:5-8
(Identity, Scars, Mindset)

Servanthood leaves Marks (Identity)

Paul, as t of Christ Jesus,
called to be an apostle and set apart for the
gospel of God

Servanthood Leaves Marks (Scars)

We put no stumbling block in
anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be
discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: in great
endurance; in troubles, hardships and
distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and
riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;

Servanthood Leaves Marks (Mindset)

In your rels 1ships with one another,
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in

very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!

The key phrase: he gave up his spirit. It doesn’t not say
the Romans took his spirit: He lets go of his life in service
of us. Jesus invites us into a restructure of power that
counters our culture. Power is undermined by service and
Jesus invites us to let go and wash each other’s feet.

The idea of servanthood is awesome but it does leave many
marks on you: it scars your identity, your body, and your
mindset. You will always struggle between your demands
and what God is asking you to do.

The word here is actually “slave”: belonging to someone
else without my own autonomy. Paul is saying he belongs
to King Jesus.

When people ask me who | am, | don’t have an issue with
saying I’'m a Christian or follower of Jesus. But to say “I'm a
slave to Jesus” is somehow off-putting. It’'s saying, “l am
belonging completely”; am | ready to do this? This describes
all of us: servanthood pushes on who we think we are.

Servanthood leaves scars on our bodies: Notice in this verse
what happens. People will take advantage of you! Service is
geared toward the gospel being present, demonstrated,
modeled. You will get your feelings hurt and you will be taken
advantage of. It's hard!

It also wrenches your mindset into a different space:
servanthood is our invitation: it's difficult. Jesus put his life
down for others: in our marriages and parenting, this is our
calling and it will mark us. It will push on how you think life
should be.



Servanthood in a Neo-Monastic Church

Romans 12:1; Galatians 5:13-15; Matthew 25:34-40
(God Centered, Other Focused, Kingdom Motivated)

Servanthood is God Centered

Therefore, | urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and
proper worship.

Servanthood is
Other Focused

You, my brothers and sisters, were
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in
love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If
you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will
be destroyed by each other.

Servanthood is Kingdom Motivated

“Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.

Four ways to apply servanthood in community:

1. It's God-centered: therefore refers to Chapter 11 and
in fact, the entire book of Romans. We are called to give up
our life in response to what Jesus did. A community who
understands focuses on God and cares for others by offering
themselves.

2. This is one of the best passages on community life.
All you have to do is turn on the news and see that it is biting
and devouring itself. It's easy for this to seep into community.
Paul says we must hold on to this command in order to be
together.

3. Serving is Kingdom-motivated: In reviewing this
yesterday, the phrase challenged me. On Friday, | was in
meetings all day being “super-pastor.” As | got in the car to
leave for the day, a lady asked me to give her a ride home

and | said “no” and drove off. | thought | needed to go home
and rest: as | was

reviewing this, God said Servanthood is Kingdom Motivated
“You left me on the curb.”

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we

Actually, He was not see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
. . something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger
asklng me to give her a and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39
. ) . When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
rlde1 he was te"mg me 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for

that | didn’t see that one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me’
person as Jesus but as

an interruption in a long day. A neo-monastic life on
mission is made of people driven by the least of these: we need to understand that we



are all confronted with the least of these every day. | need to repent and I'm still wrestling

with this.

servanthood is costly

servanthood leaves marks

servanthood is counter-cultural
servanthood shapes identity in community

We are with Jesus and Jesus is with us

John 12:26
Intimacy and Honor

Intimacy and Honor

Whoever serves me must follow

me; and where | am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who serves

me.

Questions

1. Where do you resist the kind of servanthood Jesus describes?

Do one task the way someone else prefers, not the way you
prefer.

2. What part of your identity still fights belonging to Jesus?

Name one competing identity and offer it to Jesus in prayer.
Share it with someone today at lunch or dinner.

3. What marks has servanthood left on you, and what might Jesus
be forming through them?

Bring one scar into prayer and conversation for healing and
clarity.

Questions

If you can step into these as a community, you receive
intimacy with God.

If you want to know what God is saying to you, serve and
follow Jesus. If you want honor and intimacy, serve and follow
Jesus. The closer you get to the Son, the louder the voice of
God becomes. And vice versa: the further away you are, the
less you can hear from him.

Serving is like running a marathon: it's done in very slow
increments that build on each other. The following questions
are to help you build on servanthood and to feel your
resistance in serving. To find help to answer these questions,
notice the Action points.

We have competing identities that don’t want anyone telling
them what to do. When you serve people, you will
have good things happen but you will be taken
advantage of and you will be hurt and relationships
will be damaged.

4. How is Jesus inviting me to take the lower place in my

community?

Do one hidden act of service within The Village
community.

5. Who is the “least of these” in my daily world that |
overlook?

Do something where you might not get public praise!

Who are the least of these in our daily world? Last
week we had to think of three people we had
difficulty with to show hospitality to. You could also
use these three people to serve.






