
 



 
 

Advent Week 1 
The Holy Spirit Who Draws Us to the Father  
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Advent is a season that leads us to Christmas and the birth of 
Christ. We use this time to look at the stories about Jesus’s birth. 
This year we will look specifically at the Holy Spirit’s role in 
Advent. Notice the definition of “Advent.” It’s a season of 
reflection and preparation: we look forward to his arrival.  

 
In John 14, there is an invitation and a reminder from Jesus: 
this is a present reminder throughout the New Testament.  
 
But it’s not just a season of 
doing nothing: this is an active 
waiting as seen in  
 

 
Matt 28 says we are to make disciples as we wait 
for his return. We invite people and teach them 
how to follow Jesus. In the waiting, we are not 
alone: you might feel panic in the disciples when 
Jesus tells them he is going away. It didn’t make 
sense to them. They had been following Jesus for 
3 years which isn't a very long time to follow a 
rabbi. For perspective to us, since COVID began, 

Jesus could have completed his ministry 3 times!  
 
First, let’s look at what the Holy is NOT:  

  
When was the last time you held one of these? In this, you ask questions 
that yes/no answers and you see what the answer is in the magic ball.   
 
 
 



 
 
It’s also not like a genie in a lamp: the story is that the genie is a slave, a 
spirit from another realm, to fulfill the wishes of humans. This is often 
what we liken to the Holy Spirit: something to fulfill my wishes: heal 
this person, give me a million dollars. Then we are made when we don’t 
get what we want.  
 
 

 
It’s also not just a telephone: we pray about things we don’t know 
about and that’s when we invoke the Holy Spirit. It’s a direct line to 
the Father: but this is only a part of what he does.  
 
  
 
 

The Holy Spirit is not a tool: he is the third person of the Trinity.  
If someone had a truck and I only called him when I needed his truck, what 
kind of relationship would we have? It’s just a vehicle to get me what I 
want (pun not intended!) 

 
A Holy Spirit story about my childhood: This is me with my baseball 
glove in Nogales, where we had just moved. In first grade, I didn’t yet 
speak Spanish and I had a hard time making friends which continued for 
2 years. I was actively bullied, in fact. We would play baseball and I had 
a wooden bat with a black barrel. I took it to school and during recess, 
one of the kids noticed the bat said “T-Ball.” I remember walking away 
and holding my bat feeling utterly alone with a weight of sadness in my 
chest. The thing I was so proud of was now an object of ridicule. I hit a 
tree in my anger and my bat split. Now I had experienced shame. I dont 
remember what happened after that but for a long time I told this story to 
illustrate how terrible elementary school was for me. A few years 
ago,someone pointed out to me that God just wanted to give me a big 

hug when this happened. Something shifted and in that moment, the Holy Spirit cried out, “YES, 
YES! This is what is true: the Father wants to gather me up and hold me close.”  
 
 
 



We are in the Father, we have the Spirit; we are not orphans which 
in this world means “alone.” There is a legal provision that is not 
present for an orphan but Jesus says we have an advocate and 
comfort in the Spirit.  
 
 
 
 

Being called God’s children reminds me of the Israelites  
 
Jer 2:3: “My people have committed two sins: They have 
forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own 
cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
 
Jer 2:28 Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let 

them come if they can save you when you are in trouble! For you, Judah, have as many gods as 
you have towns. 
 
The tendency is to turn to created things to find life: Abba Father is significant because “father” 
means the literal biological line you are from, the ones who gave you life. But Abba is the 
relational name for your father. My kids call me a certain name that connotes relationship. The 
relationship is broken when you turn to wood and stone for life.  
 
We are not orphans, we are children of God.  
 

Eph 2:14 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, 
the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 
peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 
those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
 
We are his peace: but there are those who don’t have access to the father and the barrier is now 
destroyed. The Spirit reminds us we are not alone and that we are the children of God who have 
access to the Father.  
 
 
 



Back the baseball bat: the Holy Spirit comes in and 
says “You are not alone: you are God’s child and 
have access to the Father.” 
 
He also draws us when we are walking in sin and 
digging cisterns on our own to find life. He says in 
those moments that we are not alone but have access 

to the Father; turn away from sin!”  
 
He calls us to him when we are creating beautiful things: the 
Holy Spirit calls us in those moments as well and tells us that 
the Father sees the beautiful things we made.  
 
When we do good work God sees us. We are meant to work 
and do good things in the world.  
 

Whatever we are doing, whether it’s caring for small children or writing papers or grading 
papers, there is a moment of quiet that the Spirit says we are not alone, we are God’s child with 
access to the Father. We can go on and on here: the Holy Spirit draws us into the Father: We are 
God’s child with access to the Father all the time!  
 

Some Tasks to do this week:  
 

1.​ Read John 14 
2.​ Read your Advent Devotional. Each week, we will look at new stories and 

also review the things we talk about on Sundays. These will all focus on the Holy Spirit.  
3.​ Set a couple of alarms each day:  

One at lunch and one after dinner but before bed (8pm?) and remind yourself to stop, 
pause, and think about the moments of the day when the Spirit is inviting you to draw 
near to the Father. Maybe its pain, loneliness, maybe you sinned, maybe you were 
creative.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


