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What does it mean to walk together and live out the mission of telling our
stories?

October is my favorite season of the year: it’s time to pick what Christmas
movies [’'m going to watch! (not Halloween). This photo is from the Muppets
Christmas Carol, a story of a wealthy stingy man who takes advantage of
others: he kicks people out of their homes to get more money. He’s not kind.
But on Christmas Eve, three spirits visit him: Christmas Past shows him the

friends he could have had. Christmas Present shows him the friends he could
have right now if he were different. Then the Christmas Future shows him a future where he dies alone
and unloved. He wakes up and is terrified of this future and so he changes his life by loving people and
giving generously to them. It’s a beautiful story: a man pulls himself up and saves his own life. It’s a great
story except that Jesus is missing. It’s a human-centered story with the message “if I live the right way
then I will be OK and will be remembered and loved and not alone.” A man saves his own life. This is a
good story but when we tell stories we need to remember why we tell them.

Another interesting thing about this movie is the name Ebeniezer:

We remember God’s provision and power:
Remember Moses led the people across the Jordan to
the Promised land and they walked across on dry
land: what God did before in the Red Sea he does
again.

Josh 1:4 So Joshua called together the twelve
men he had appointed from the Israelites, one
from each tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over
before the ark of the LorDp your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign

among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them
that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lorp. When it
crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to
the people of Israel forever.”



If you stay late at the Village after a service, people swap

Why do we tell stories? . Co . .

y stories. This builds community: we are a creation of God
To build community and he puts his storytelling in us to build community and
To remind ourselves of God’s power to remind ourselves of God’s power. When we put Jesus

at the center, these stories are our ebenezers.

What happens when we put Jesus at the center? Let’s look at two stories:

1. Joseph is a son of Jacob who is loved more than his brothers.
He has dreams where he is exalted which makes his brothers angry
and they decide to kill him. Instead they sell him as a slave and take
his coat given to him by Jacob and put blood on it saying he was
killed by wild animals. But then he goes off to Egypt to be a slave.
What happened? He is sold to Potifer, the head of the king’s house.
But Potifer’s wife mis-acuses him and he is thrown into prison. But
in prison, someone remembers him as a person who can interpret
dreams and he interpret’s Pharaoh’s dreams and is put in charge of
the kingdom in the #2 position. Later his brother came to Egypt asking for food and yet Joseph
doesn’t respond as a victor: he is broken and cares for them and invites them to come to Egypt.
He is also reunited with his father. He doesn’t think about what could have been: he tells it with
God and His Salvation as the center of his story. The things done to us highlight Jesus as the
victor.

2. Here is a painting by Rembrandt of Saul (Paul). He first persecutes
Christians out of his zeal for God. He later goes to Damascus to find more
Christians to persecute and he meets Jesus on the road. His name is changed to
Paul and plants many churches amid much persecution. If Paul were at the center
of the story, it would be an accolade to all he did. But his example is to tell the
story with Jesus at the center. He tells Timothy (I Tim 1) that he is thankful that he
was considered faithful though once a blaspheming, ignorant man. The shame of
what he did before is covered in grace and redemption as powerful parts of his
story to proclaim Jesus as Lord.

: How do we do this?
How do we tell stories? ow do we do this

With Jesus at the center
Moving from victim to victory

And from shame to redemption



What do we hope for? First, we need to understand the end!

el 77 Psalm 77 is a cry to God for help: he is too troubled

Matthew 11:28-30 to even speak. In this dark place, he wants to know:

Matthew 5:14-16

7 “Will the Lord reject forever?
Will he never show his favor again?

8

Has his unfailing love vanished forever?
Has his promise failed for all time?

9

Has God forgotten to be merciful?
Has he in anger withheld his compassion?”’

The circumstances don’t change but the Psalm changes because he tells a story that he wasn’t
even present for but it is the story of his community that shows God’s power and protection.
Nothing changes, his questions don’t get answered but he is not re-orienting his attitude toward
God as the center of his story.

We gather in community to tell our stories, our burdens, and pain and we rest in Jesus:

Matt 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Finally, when we live in the world as Jesus taught us, it’s his life going forward into the world.
This is not like Scrooge who changes at the end of his life: this is what we do all the time.

Matt 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone
in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



1. Turn off the faucet: We listen to too many
Telling your story voices and carry too many stories in podcasts, books,
movies, TV, social media: we take in too much and we
cannot hold all of this! I even found a list of 228

versions of A Chrsitmas Carol. We can hold stories of

Turn off the faucet
Practice telling each other(‘s) stories

Build ebenezers

wars and death every day of the 7 billion sinners on the
planet doing terrible things to each other. We cannot hold
the stories of the world without becoming numb to the
stories of our own spouse and families and children and
community. To be a community of people who tell

stories, we must turn down the stories coming in to us!

2. Tell each other’s stories: look for Jesus in each other’s stories. Even in my own memories and

stories, I need to look for where Jesus was. Where was he in my shameful childhood stories? We
need to know each other’s stories and those of this community with Jesus at the center.
3. Build ebenezers: Collect actual rocks! Put up pictures! Bible verses! Places to help me

remember.

The story at the center of creation (close your eyes as I read this passage)

Philippians 2:6-11

[Jesus], being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his
own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a
servant,

being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as
aman,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place

and gave him the name that is
above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.



